ADAMS STATE COLLEGE EXTENDED STUDIES
ENG 311 - WORLD LITERATURE I

Final Exam

1 certify that the student named on this exam did not receive assistance and did not have unauthorized access to
books or notes. 1 have returned this exam to the instructor on (date).
Proctor Name: Signature:

Name: _ THOmAS B WHITAVER

Choose THREE of the following topics and write a coherent, grammatically correct essay on
each. Use specific examples from the texts to support your answers. (50 pts. each)

O
©

Using your knowledge about the epic (definition, epic conventions, qualities of the
hero/heroine, social and historical climate) argue that Beowulf can be considered an epic.

Using at least five (5) women, from three (3) different works, discuss their role in the
society in which they lived. Choose fromeWealhtheow, Penelope, Dido, Beatrice,
Chimene, Hildeburgh, Infanta, Phaedra, Lavinia.

In the beginning of the Inferno, Dante has lost “the path that does not stray.” At the end,
he emerges “to see—once more—the stars.” In your supported opinion, does Dante
regain “the direct way” or is his journey a spiritual failure?

Compare and contrast Euripides’s Hippolytus and Racine’s Phaedra. Note the changes
Racine made and comment on why he made these changes.

Dante’s Inferno portrays one part of the Christian pilgrimage, the part where Christians
blinded by their sins struggle to renew their state of Grace. Dante’s hell is a dark place
and we, the readers, and Dante, the pilgrim, need to rely on spiritual guidance to emerge
to see the stars once again. Discuss the efficacy of the different guides that Dante
employs and comment on guides in the modern world that can either help us or hinder us
on the way to spiritual happiness.
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